
MY TAPES ARE CONVERTED – NOW WHAT? 
 

Having your tapes converted to digital format is the best decision you could have 

made to preserve your precious family memories!  It’s ideal, however, to store 

your video files onto different mediums and locations as even our current 

technology can fail at some point.   

Here are a couple risks you should be aware of going forward: 

USB flash drives – We recommend this as the first source to transfer your digital 

video files back to you.  Because USB drives can be lost and experience read 

errors, this shouldn’t be your only storage spot.   

DVDs – Discs can scratch, break, and experience read errors.  Again, this is not 

recommended as the sole location.  If DVD was your only desired medium, you 

will eventually have to convert discs to video files any way. 

So now that you have digital copies, here are some recommendations and ideas 

for preserving your videos: 

1)  Copy the files from your USB flash drive to your local computer and/or 

external hard drive at home.  Still keep the files on your USB flash drive. 

2)  Keep your USB flash drive in a safe and secure spot at home that maintains 

room temperature (not in a garage or attic). 

3)  Save videos to personal cloud storage such as Microsoft OneDrive, Google 

Drive, or Dropbox.  You can share a link to your folder with friends and family 

from there! 

4)  Upload your videos to YouTube, create a private playlist, and save each video 

to that playlist with the ‘Unlisted’ privacy setting.  Unlisted means that only those 

with the link could access the video.  Share your private YouTube playlist with 

family & friends.  Again, anyone with the playlist link can access all the videos. 

5)  Purchase additional USB flash drives for family members, copy the videos to 

those, and give person a copy.  From there, they can store in the spaces they 

desire. Keep in mind, depending on the total size of all videos, you’ll likely need a 

32 GB or 64 GB drive. 

The more copies of data, the better. 

 

Any questions, please reach out!       - John Wiggins 


